
A pontiff recollects

THE REAPPEARANCE
OF THE SENGOL



An Indian Symbol ennobles the
transfer of power ceremony

In the evening of August 14th, 
1947, in New Delhi, 
the transfer of power from 
British to Indian hands took 
place. This happened when 
the golden Sengol, 
symbolising righteousness, 
was handed over to 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru.

The Sengol had been 
sanctified by the high priest 
of the Thiruvavaduthurai 
Adheenam, a non-Brahmin 
religious order functioning 
in Tamil Nadu for over 
five centuries.
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The Sacred
Sengol
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The Media of that time reported 
on this momentous occasion. 
Thereafter the Sengol was kept away 
from public gaze. Where was it?

An iconic form, 
a media magnet.

The world took note of the Sengol



The story shifts to 
Kanchipuram in 
Tamilnadu, seat of 
the revered Kanchi 
Kamakoti Peetam, 
or simply the 

Kanchi Math, with the distinction of an unbroken line of 
70 Acharyas committed to the Veda Dharma, 
and alleviating the sufferings of the people.

Public memory is about to be jogged

A legendary
Math

plays its
role



On the 15th of August 1978, 
The 68th Pontiff of the Math, 
His Holiness 
Sri Chandrasekharendra 
Saraswati Swamigal, 
known as Maha Periava, 
the great elder, who was 
simplicity and knowledge 
personified, recalled 
the Sengol event to one 
Dr. B. R. Subramaniam. 
This gentleman, also 
known as Thevaram Doctor 
because of his love for 

Saivite literature, 
reproduced the incident in 
his book.

The Maha Periava recalled 
the entire Sengol event and 
concluded by saying that,

“What we are celebrating 
as Independence Day is 
based only on this event. 
Our history books must 
contain this fact. But, for all 
these years it has not been 
recorded.” 
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An interview for the ages

A revered 
saint reminds 
the people of 

the Sengol
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The story of the Sengol is retold 

The Tamil
media 

fascinated

Once this amazing 
recollection came out into 
the public domain, the Tamil 
media and publications 
picked up on it and 
reported in their columns. 

The website and social media 
of the Thiruvavaduthurai 
Adheenam carry this story 
proudly.
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The Sengol 
finds its 

true home

Sanctifies the new building of parliament

In the words of the Maha 
Periava, it is the Thevaram 
of Thirugnanasambandar 
that has come to 
signify our 
Independence Day. 
Saint Thirunana-
sambandar’s phrase 
‘Adiyargal Vaanil 
Arasaalvaar aanai 
namade’ is a 
divine verbal 
expression of 
assurance for the 
nation.

The sacred sengol, 
that was kept away, 

in the Museum of 
Allahabad, today’s 
Prayagraj, thus deserves 

its rightful place, as a 
proud symbol open to 

public gaze, in the 
new building of the 
parliament.

The symbolism of 
the Sengol as a 
constant reminder 
to deliver just and 

fair rule marks the 
civilisational 
continuity of this 
ancient land.




